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Coups, attempted coups and constitutlons
of Thailand, 1932-2006
CONSTITUTION COUP/ REBELLION

1. 1932 (interim): 27 June - 10 December 1932
: 10 December 1932 - 9 May 1946

1. Coup: 20 June 1933
2. Boworadet Rebellion: 11 October 1933
3. Songsuradet Rebellion: 29 January 1939

3. 1946: 9 May 1946 — 8 November 1947
4. Coup: 8 November 1947
. 1947 (interim): 9 November 1947 — 23 March 1949
5. Coup: 1 October 1948
6. “Grand Palace Coup”: 26 February 1949
. 1949: 23 March 1949 — 29 November 1951
7 ‘Manhattan Coup”: 29 June 1951
“Silent Coup”: 29 November 1951
d): 8 March 1952 — 20 October 1958
9. Coup: 16 September 1957
10. Coup: 20 October 1958
7. 1959: 28 January 1959 — 20 June 1968
. 1968: 20 June 1968 — 17 November 1971
11. Coup: 17 November 1971
9. 1972: 15 December 1972 — 7 October 1974
10. 1974: 7 October 1974 — 6 October 1976
12. Coup: 6 October 1976
76: 22 October 1976 — 20 October 1977
13. Coup: 26 March 1977
14. Coup: 20 October 1977
77: 9 November 1977 — 22 December 1978
78: 22 December 1978 — 23 February 1991
15. Rebellion: 1 April 1981

16. Coup: 9 September 1985
17. Coup: 23 February 1991

. 1991: 1 March 1991 —9 December 1991

. 1991: 9 December 1991 - 11 October 1997

. 1997: 11 October 1997 — 19 September 2006
18. Coup: 19 September 2006

7. 2006 (interim): 1 October 2006 — present

Left: Some prime ministers of T)m/]mni from top to bottom— Field Marshall

Pibulsongkram (1938- 57); Field Marshall Thanom Kittikachorn

Aarshall Sarit Dhanarajata (1959-1963);

uml \mhmda Kraprayoon (1992); General Surayud Chulanont (2006- |
present)
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Background

« 1932 — A bloodless revolution led to a
constitutional monarchy.

o 1940- The democracy monument was built in
Bangkok.

o 2516: Student-led Uprising for democracy in
October 1973 amounted to a revolution 1n Thai

olitics: 73 killed, 857 wounded.

e 2519: 1976 — Hundreds of students were tortured
and 41 killed at Thammasat University.

o 1992 — another uprising for democracy:52 killed,
293 missing, 505 wounded.
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Under the Bo Tree at Thammasat University
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1992 Black May



Background to Black May
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= On 23 February 1991, Army Commander MYANMAR N~ Thailand
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Suchinda Kraprayoon overthrew the ey 7 S
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government of Chatichai Choonhavan. _ fcpanama 2

o After he formed the National Peace-Keeping W b, ;NOF;TH_EASTERN

‘Phltsanulok =

Council (NPKC), they appointed Anand ] i

\' ChaiyaPhume’/ a
Bua Y.

R
t e au  Yasothon

Panyarachun as Prime Minister.
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government parties announced that they e ER M
supported the constitutional amendment T
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Black May

o On May 17, 300,000 people demonstrated in
central Bangkok (Sanam Luang) and called for
Suchinda’s resignation.

o Chamlong Srimuang led the protestors on a
2-kilometer march toward Government House, but
they were stopped at Phan Fa Bridge.

o Just after midnight, Suchinda declared a State of
Emergency.



The crowds did not disperse, and the violence escalated.

Troops had secured the area around Phan Fa Bridge and the
Democracy Monument.

Troops open fire, people fight back
Protests shifted to Ramkhamhaeng University across the city.

By the evening of 19 May, some fifty thousand people had gathered
at Ramkhamhaeng University.



Bloody May 1992

™ o4
; { ’ - : - 4\)W\r; “\

 Soldiers attacked the nearly 50,000 protesters with
M16 automatic rifles.

« The King demanded Suchinda and Chamlong
consult through a parliamentary process and work
together.

« Suchinda beoadcast an amnesty for protestors.

« Chamlong asked the demonstrators to disperse.
o On 24 May 1992, Suchinda resigned.



May 17, 1992

»  On the afternoon of May 17, 300,000
protesters walked down Rajadamneorn Avenue
from Sanam Luang, apparently on their way to
the parliament building

However, troops arrived quickly and set up
barbed wire on a bridge that would have led out
of Rattanakosin Island area, thereby blocking the
way of the protesters.

" Chamlong Srimuang, a former military
commander, former Bangkok governor, and
Palang Dharma Party leader, led the protestors
on a 2 KM march to Government House




May 17, 1992

Soldiers from the 1st Combat Engineer
Battalion arrived at the bridge and prepare
to set up barbed wire.

The troops set up mounds of barbed

wire, preventing the crowds from passing
and affirming army/governmental control
of the situation



May 18, 1992

= Early on the morning of May 18, soldiers

opened fire on the protesters to clear the streets
and arrest the leaders.

= Many people were still not convinced that the
army would use live ammunition on people.

Slowly, protesters started running from the Phra
Sumen-Dinso intersection.

= Suchinda publicly accused Chamlong of
fomenting violence and defended the
government’ s use of force. A short time later,
troops fired continuously in the air and moved in

on the crowd surrounding Chamlong. The troops
handcuffed and arrested Chamlong.
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People burnt government
buildings and an K
ought the police

JJ

motorcycles




Morning, May 18, 1992

(Right) Protesters occupying Ratchadamnoen
Avenue and Tanao Road (Kok Wua

(Above) Planters blocking
off Tanao Street.

(Right) Tanao Road closed with barbed wire. Only
foreigners could pass through though.




Afternoon, May 18,

1992

Ratchadamnoen Avenue

Thousands of troops and protesters milling
around Ratchadamnoen Avenue and Tanao
Road near the monument dedicated to those
who died in the October 13, 1973 protests



Afternoon, May 18, 1992 (cont)

A German-language banner

Phone booth graffiti: "Prime Minister must come
election only. Suchinda you are dictator."




Afternoon, May 18, 1992 (cont)

A

. Afternoon May 18, there were probably i
10-15,000 camped out in front of Phan
Fa Bridge.



May 18, 1992 (cont)

The front lines on Phan Fa Bridge. The troop try
to prevent people from heading towards the
Parliament Building and Government House
areas.




Government House of Thailand




People set up
sheets of plastic
to create shade

Soldiers at Kok Wua
intersection camping
out to prevent protesters
from returning to
Sanam Luang.




Soldiers started
to open fire with
live ammunition




May 19, 1992

r On May 19, the military clamped down
around the city. They fired on
protesters near the bridge over
Banglamphu Canal in a sweep through
Banglamphu.

» In the evening of May 19, some fifty
thousand people had gathered around
Phan Fa Bridge and the Democracy
Monument.
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Doctors and Nurses set up a

makeshift hospital in the Royal
Hotel on May 18

On May 19, soldiers
assaulted 1t, beat
everyone and made g
them lie outside 1n the «
sun for hours













May 20, 1992

r [Early on the morning of May 20,
Princess Sirindhorn addressed the
country on television, calling for a stop
to the unrest.

r In the evening, her brother, Crown
Prince Vajiralongkorn, broadcast a
similar public appeal.

r However, not until 9:30 pm was a
television broadcast of King Bhumibol,
Suchinda, and Chamlong shown, in
which the King demanded that the two
put an end to their confrontation and
work together through parliamentary
processes.

r Shortly after the agreement between
the three, Chamlong asked the
demonstrators to disperse.

r On 24 May 1992, Suchinda resigned.



End of Uprising

o The King commanded Suchinda and Chamlong to come together in his royal place and
told them to stop the violence.

e On 24 May 1992, Suchinda resigned

« On May 28, the military parties elected Air Force Chief Marshal Somboon Rahong as their
Prime Minister.

e On June 10, Anand Panyarachun became Prime Minister.



Aftermath

= At least 52 deaths, hundreds of injuries,
and many disappearances

= Over 3,500 people were arrested;
hundreds of them were women and
children

r Many arrested were tortured; some were
beaten, left to sit in sweltering sunlight,
soaked in gasoline and threatened with
immolation, and left to starve.

= Later, Chamlong apologized for his role
in the events: "I wanted a peaceful rally,",
"I can’ t deny some responsibility for the
damage and loss of life. I feel deeply
sorry for those families whose members
were killed in the incident, for those
people who were injured and their
families." Nevertheless, he noted that "we
were right in what we have done." And
he later retired from politics.




Aftermath

o 52 Deaths, 293 missing, 505 wounded.

« 3500 people were arrested.

« The front page of the International Herald Tribune

20 May 1992 1ssue was blacked out.

. g hree other newspapers were shut down on May

. iuchmda was appointed chairman of Telecom
sia




Yet Another Coup 2006




How Easily the Best Constitution was Overthrown




Red Shirts vs. Yellow Shirts







Ongoing struggles

« For more details on previous uprisings, see Asia’s
Unknown Uprisings (PM Press, 2012)



