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TIBETAN RELIGION BEFORE THE
7TH CENTURY (BonPo)

Cult of divine king:

Descendant of divine beings
who reach earth via “sky
rope”

Giver of law ( cosmic order)
Bon Priests and priestesses,

believed to have supernuman
skills.

Shen or shamans
communicated with the spirit
world

Spirits of the religion were
associated with the
environment

Bbénpo religion set down the

foundation for Buddhism in
Tibet




THE ADVENT OF
BUDDHISM IN TIBET

« By 600s A.D, Tibet is a major
unified power in Asia,
rivaling both Chinese Tang
Empire (618-907) and Hindu
kingdoms in India

* Chinese- and Nepalese-born
Buddhist wives allegedly
bring Buddhist traditions to
the Tibetan court

 \When Buddhist traditions
become accepted, there is
the development of Sanskrit

« By 700s, (Tantric) Buddhist
missionaries active in Tibet







The Nechung Oracle: Many of Tibet’s most crucial
political decisions were determined by his visions.
(Ilya Tolstoy, Collection of the Academy of Natural Sci-
ences of Philadelphia)
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Khampa monks belonging













Khampa fighters 1950s






1959

« The commander was told that no
bodyguards were to accompany
the Dalai Lama to a play, and the
event was to be kept secret.

« On March 10", 1959 word got out
about the invitation and 20,000
Tibetans surrounded the
Norbulingkha palace.

 They formed a human wall to
prevent the Dalai Lama from
being abducted.

Summer Palace
“Norbulingka”
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Protection for the Dalai Lama outside the Summer Palace
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Women’ s Protest in front of Potala March 12, 1959



Chushi-Gangdruk in Lhoka. (Collection of Roger E. McCarthy)







Troops in Mustang. (Collection of Norbu Dorje)



















Tibet Autonomouxs. Region

- By 1965 ,q@\allowed Tibet to
ggvern |ts own Autonomous Reglon“-."
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1987

On October 1, about forty monks (most from Sera
monastery) performed a similar circle of protest, but police
beat many and took more than sixty people into a nearby
police station. Soon a crowd of several thousand people
converged and demanded the release of the protesters. They
forced police to retreat into the building and then set it on
fire. One monk, Champa Tenzin, courageously entered the
building and helped free monks held inside—but at least
three were shot and killed as they attempted to escape. For
his heroism, Champa was lifted on the shoulders of the
crowd—before melting away and making good his escape
from Tibet.












5. Monks demonstrating in the Barkhor, 5 March 1988
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5. Arrested monks being taken to prison after the demonstration on 5 March
1988



7. Tibetan prisoners on display in Gyantse, September 1988






3. The Jokhang surrounded by PAP soldiers, December 1988






In the summer of 1988, while prisoner abuse and police brutality
were rampant, Drepung monks (all veterans of the September 27,
1987 demonstration) used woodblocks to print an eleven-page
manifesto, “ The Meaning of the Precious Democratic Constitution
of Tibet.” Countering Chinese claims to having helped Tibet, the
document sketched the outlines of an independent Tibet. The
monks called for “political and social organization on the basis of
the cooperation and consent of the broad masses of Tibet...or by
representatives whose powers are limited by the people.” They did
not want to return to the past: “Having completely eradicated the
practices of the old society withal its faults, the future Tibet will not
resemble our former condition and be a restoration of serfdom or be
like the so-called ‘old system’ of rule by a succession of feudal
masters or monastic estates.” They advocated freedom for people
with “different individual views~ who should be “able to practice
what they think without need of fear, hypocrisy, or concealment.”
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Time Line of Tibet within China

In 1950, the PLA entered
the Tibetan area

13th Century, Yuan Beginning in the early 18th crushing Tibetan army.
Dynasty firstly included century, the Qing government 1956, the insurrection,

Tibet into the territory of sent a resident commissioner supported by CIA was

China and governed by to Tibet standing for the crushed. 1969 CIA

the central government. central government there. withdrawn its supports.

@ >
641 AD, King 1368, from Ming In 1913, Tibet and Mongolia signed a
Songtsen Gampo Dynasty, every king of treaty proclaiming mutual recognition
married Princess Tibet should be and their independence from ROC.
Wen-Cheng, from  gythorized by the In 1914, a treaty was negotiated in
the Chinese Tang  central government of India by representatives of China,
Dynasty. China Tibet and Britain. Finally, Chinese

representative did not sign the treaty.


















Martial Law

* In 1989, the people of Tibet
had to follow very strict rules
and forbidden to do the
following:

— Hold assemblies,
demonstrations, strikes by

workers or students, petitions,
and other gatherings

 Those who resisted to obey by
the rules imposed by the
martial law were severely
punished

 These laws limited the
everyday life of the Tibetan
people in almost every possible
way
















Tibet Today

Over half of Tibet's
original territory has
been absorbed into
China proper
Chinese settlers
outnumber Tibetans

1.2 million Tibetans
have lost their lives

Over 150,000
Tibetans have been
exiled from the
country
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Free Tibet Campaign

Free Tibet Campaign
stands for the Tibetans'
right to determine their
own future

It campaigns for an end
to China's occupation of
Tibet and for the
Tibetans' fundamental
human rights to be
respected.

Founded in 1987, Free
Tibet Campaign
generates active support
by educating people
about the situation in
Tibet.

It is independent of all
governments and is
funded by its members
and supporters.







2008 Uprising




























Gansu Province




Kathmandu, Nepal




Future of Tibet

* To bolster China’ s
reputation a solution

with Tibet is
essential

e A solution with Tibet
will increase the
China’ s status in
the world
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